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Introduction 

First-Year Seminar is a unique, three-credit hour course designed specifically for new students 
and part of our General Education program. Seminar topics cover a broad range of issues and 
will include elements that engage students in our community of learners and teach successful 
student and life skills. 



 

https://www.beloit.edu/mindset/
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High-Impact Educational Practices 

A list of commonly used programs and educational initiatives for use on college campuses has 
been developed and is referenced throughout student development theory and research.  The 
initiatives on this list are referred to as High-Impact Practices and are considered beneficial for 
students from many backgrounds.  While First-Year Seminars are on the list of High-Impact 
Practices, many of the additional components that have been added into FYS as requirements 
are also included. 

First-Year Seminars and Experiences 
Many schools now build into the curriculum 
first-year seminars or other programs that 
bring small groups of students together 
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Course Objectives
General Education Outcomes (GEO) 

1. Acquire knowledge in the arts, 
humanities, and/or natural and 
social sciences 

2. Demonstrate the ability to think 
critically and independently 

3. Effectively write and speak 

4. Employ analytical reasoning and 
problem solving techniques 

5. Develop fundamentals of 
information literacy and library 
research 

6. Develop an appreciation for diversity 

Student Success Outcomes (SSO) 

1. Connect to faculty and other 
students to develop an appreciation 
for others and respect for diversity. 

2. Develop more effective study and 
life skills in areas including 
information literacy, time 
management, note taking, test 
taking, personal finance, and 
learning styles. 

3. Immerse yourself into the Wichita 
State community to understand 
resources, campus traditions and 
culture and the value of student 
involvement. 
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Components and requirements of FYS 
The following activities are required components of ALL First-Year Seminars.  FYS Instructors 

6
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Written Assessment 
FYS instructors are required to submit two writing samples from their

http://www.wichita.edu/StudySkills
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Success Coaches 
All First-Year Seminar Instructors will be paired up with an undergraduate student Success 
Coach.  The role of a Success Coach is to help students develop into independent learners by 
supporting them in their transition to college, developing time management and study skills, 
and connecting them with campus resources.  

Success Coaches are responsible for the following: 

● Facilitating 
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• 



 

http://www.wichita.edu/WSUreads
mailto:Samantha.Greenberg@wichita.edu
http://libresources.wichita.edu/wsureads/influencingmachine


 



 

http://www.unitedwayplains.org/
http://www.unitedwayplains.org/
http://www.211kansas.org/
http://www.wichita.edu/csb
http://www.communityengagementinstitute.org/


mailto:getinvolved@wichita.edu
http://www.wichita.edu/involvement


 
14 

Financial Literacy 
Students who drop out after their first year of college often cite financial issues as their 
primary reason for leaving (Inceptia, 2012).  There are many campus and community resources 
available to help educate students about financial literacy.  Below is a list of partners to utilize 
for classroom presentations or for handouts and additional information. 

Office of Student Money Management 
115 Neff Hall 

OSMM@wichita.edu  
316-978-3254 

www.wichita.edu/OSMM 
 

My College Money Plan 
www.mycollegemoneyplan.org  

 
Office of Financial Aid 

203 Jardine Hall 
finaid@wichita.edu 

(316) 978-3430 or (855)-978-1787 
www.wichita.edu/financialaid 

 
Commerce Bank 

RSC 1st floor 
(316) 978-3850 

https://commercebank.com/shockercard 
 

Meritrust Credit Union 
316.683.1199 

www.meritrustcu.org 
 
 

 

  

mailto:OSMM@wichita.edu
http://www.wichita.edu/OSMM
http://www.mycollegemoneyplan.org/
mailto:finaid@wichita.edu
http://www.wichita.edu/financialaid
https://commercebank.com/shockercard
http://www.meritrustcu.org/
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someone on/off campus, discussing controversial topics, attending talks or performances, 
etc.).  

• Take them to places like the library or a talk.

• Invite a guest to talk about x topic.

• Have some kind of personal meeting(s) with them. They have met with advisors, but likely
have not had any personal meetings with a faculty member on campus. Help them
recognize that faculty members are people who want to see them succeed.

• Send reminders a couple days before each deadline, and encourage them to learn how to
keep calendars and take responsibility for their assignments because not all faculty will
provide reminders.

• Put everything on Blackboard for easy and timely location. Explain the format you want for
each assignment and put it on Blackboard.

• Give them all the good feedback you can. You are helping them transition effectively to the
college environment and they need to know what they expectations are and how they can
improve their work.

• Submit mid semester evaluations and use SEAS (Student Early Alert System). They need
to be told explicitly if they are performing well or if adjustments are needed to achieve the
grade they want in the class.
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