




Faculty Updates - Read what our 
faculty have been up to over this past 
summer
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Welcome to the fourth volume of Shocker Sounds!

Who are we?

We're a community that values diversity, inclusiveness, creativity, compassion, inquiry, and quality, a faculty fully 
engaged in creative and scholarly activities and equally engaged in the art of teaching, compassionate and thought-
ful students dedicated to creating and teaching music locally, nationally, and internationally, a body of alumni who 
win state and national teaching awards and hold jobs in major orchestras and ensembles, a creative space home to 
two concert halls, two recording studios, and a dedicated chamber music venue. Wiedemann Hall houses the great 
Marcussen Organ—the first of its kind to be built in North America, and Steinway concert grand pianos are available in 
every performance space for our students, faculty and guests. 

Beyond that, Wichita is the largest metropolitan area in the state of Kansas, rich in cultural diversity and artistic 
experiences. We are home to three major performing arts organizations in which our students and faculty regularly 
perform: the Wichita Symphony, Music Theater Wichita, and Wichita Grand Opera. Our jazz faculty and students per-
form in local clubs and festivals throughout the city. Our music education students work with teachers in Wichita’s 
various school districts, shadowing many of our own alumni.

We provide the tools to express yourself fully as an artist and thinker so you can help propel the future of the arts 
wherever you go. 
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garding the happenings in the 
School of Music this past year.

I have been meditating on “En-
durance” a lot recently. One 
definition of ‘endurance’ that 
I particularly like is “the fact or 
power of enduring an unpleas-
ant or difficult process or situa-
tion without giving way.” 

One might say that training to 
attain mastery in any field re-
quires endurance. I would surely 
agree! I also believe that endur-
ance is the key to success as 
any student, but especially a 
music student. The hours upon 
hours of individual practice, re-
hearsals, lessons, concerts, au-
ditions, masterclasses, recitals, 
and MORE illustrate not just 
endurance but perseverance, 
diligence, and grit. 

Training to be a musician is diffi-
cult in “normal” circumstances. 
Training to be a musician during 
the Covid-19 pandemic has been 
almost impossible.

However, our students contin-
ue to show-up, practice, strive 
to be better versions of them-
selves, and pursue excellence 
in the field of music. Likewise, 
our faculty accepted and over-
came the challenge of teach-
ing a medium that necessitates 
close, person-to-person interac-

I suppose the first thing I should 
do is introduce myself. I am 
Timothy Shade, and I am the 
Interim Director of the School 
of Music for the 2021-2022 aca-
demic year. I have been fortu-
nate to work in the School of 
Music as the Director of Bands 
since 2016. 

I hail from Ohio originally (GO 
BUCKS!) but came to Wichita 
after working in Miami, Florida 
for three years. Quite the jux-
taposition, I know. But my wife 
and I truly love living in Wichita. 
The traffic here is way better 
than in Miami! 

Thank you for reading our 
Shocker Sounds, an update re-

FROM THE
DIRECTOR

tion through virtual platforms, 
masks, and shields. 

What could be more inspiring 
than watching this level of en-
durance yield phenomenal re-
sults? Ensemble concerts were 
recorded in empty halls, recitals 
were performed in vacant spac-
es, and many classes were held 
in a virtual setting. But…music 
endured.

You will read in the pages ahead 
about the wonderful experienc-
es that our students and faculty 
embarked on this past year in-
cluding bittersweet transitions 
and important accomplish-
ments. 

I am humbled and inspired to 
work with the students, faculty, 
and staff in School of Music at 
Wichita State University. This is 
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FACULTY UPDATES
Dr. Elaine Bernstorf oversaw 
seven new Master’s of Music 
Education students this sum-
mer. She was also a keynote 
speaker and presented two 
sessions at the Early Childhood 
Music and Movement (ECMMA) 
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children, travelling to New Mexi-
co and having a family band con-
cert out of their garage. Profes-
sor Goter’s ensemble, the WSU 
Clarinet Choir, was selected to 
perform at KMEA, and Profes-
sor Goter herself was chosen 
to perform at the International 
Clarinet Association’s Clarinet-
Fest 2022 in Reno, Nevada. She 
will be performing alongside 
faculty members Dr. Tim Jones, 
Catherine Consiglio, and Dr. Leo-
nid Shukaev.

Dr. Meg Gray’s
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OUR '20-21 GRADUATES
CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR SUCCESS!

Lindsay Blurton, David Browne, Caroline Buckner, Isaiah Burkel, Mei Chiou, Erik Cooke-
Stone, Adam Cope, Karissa Evensen, Matthew Fisher, Kristopher Hilding, Angela Loganbill, 
Judith Mace, Ada May, Andrea Mendoza, Frederick Moose, Stephanie Owen, Jessica Perez, 
David Perez Martinez, Kari Plagmann, Ashley Reichenborn, Daniel Rivas, Kayla Smith, 
Eitan Spiegel, Amy Tolle, Gabrielle Wiens, Ashley Wolf

Brady Ast, Madison Brandt, Wesley Calvert, Alyssa Carlson, Amira Coleman, Tamara Cox, 
Katie Draskovich, Abigail Faflick, Shontel Gaddis, Sidney Hose, Courtney Houston, 
Samuel Natvig, Emily Mudra, Jessica Neises, Patrick Orr, Allison Regehr, Joseph Richey, 
Leah Rosales, Madison Roths, Joseph Schmitt, Hailey Titus, Micah White, Noah Williams

Undergraduate

Graduate
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SPOTLIGHT ON:
Our Mu Phi Epsilon Scholarship Winners!

THANK YOU 
TO OUR LOCAL 
ALUMNI CHAPTER 
FOR SUPPORTING 
OUR STUDENTS!

Contgratulations to 
pianist Patrick Orr on 

winning 2nd Prize in the 
2021 Mu Phi International 

Competition, as well!
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OUR FUEL
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Gary & Joyce Bachus
Alex McMahon
Walter & Kaye Myers
John & Renee Osborne

Soloist ($100-$249)
Mary Herrin
Dana Hamant
Buck & Gladys Alley
James Mintern
John & Mary Elwell
Raymond & Diane Gans
Gayle & Jane McMillen
Ardon & Shirley Brandyberry
Dan Rouser
Frank Thomas* & Jacqueline De 
Koster Thomas
Bruce & Marjorie Walton
Gene & Kathleen Bales
Max* & Lois Hubbard
Diana Palenz
Larry & Karen Rector
Stephen & Nancy Luttrell
Phil & Kathi Fischer
Alan & Sharon Fearey
Larry & Judith Fear
Bill & Ann Mathis
Donald & Kathy Mayer

Rick Thornton
Bud & Patricia Boughton
Thomas Delillo & Debbie Gordon
Harold & Vicki Popp
Kenneth & Anne Hull
Damon Salazar
Joe & Trudy* Miller
Shoko Sevart
Bob & Linda Nugent
Dorothea Seymour
Vic & Ruth Heckart
Kenneth & Alison Jack
Gretchen & Steven Bixler
Doug & Caroline Pringle
James & Lisa Vayda
Ann Marie Siegwarth
Meg Beck
James & Amy Mathis
Vern & Myrna Zielke
John & Lori Bullock
Jeff & Jennifer Yearout
Donald & Pat Hysko
Sean Borst
Darryl Gleason
Brian & Angela Blackerby
Don & Pat Reinhold
Michael Klaassen & Gerri Colgan
Marilyn Degner

Rebecca Emery
Lotti Eichhorn
Sharon & John Kiser

Principal ($35-$99)
Arthur & Gwendolyn Wong
Ardena Matlack
Jerald & Mary Devore
Robert & Coleen George
Joe & Mary Graves
James & Gail Routsong
Randall & Deborah Harris
Mark & Vicki Jones
Geney Reed
Nancy Moore
Rene Knetsch & Lynne Glaeske 
Marty Hess
Dorothy Heidebrecht
Johanne Pachankis
David Eichhorn & Judith Gordon
Larry & Patricia Eck
Helen Bullock
Jessica & Jonathan Amir-Foote
Dale Gustafson
Robert & Judith White
Betty Partridge

This list reflects donations made between July 23. 2020 and August 23, 2021.
Those donors marked with an asterisk are deceased.
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OUR DRIVE
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THANKING A LEGENDTHANKING A LEGEND
Premiere American operatic bass-baritone Samuel Ramey 
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His humble and gracious man-
ner, a product of his Colby, Kan-
sas upbringing, disarmed fac-
ulty and students alike. These 
attributes made students si-
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SYMPHONIC SOULSYMPHONIC SOUL
The musical duo Nikoyle Noel aims to increase the representation 

of music written by black composers
by Jesse Koza

“There’s a conversation going 
on within the classical music 
community that concerns it-
self with the lack of racial and 
gender diversity with personnel 
both on and off stage.” 

Nikoyle Noel wastes no time 
getting to the heart of the mat-
ter. The duo, made up of Wich-
ita State alumnus Justin Noel 
Hall (MM ’19) and Da’Kneisha 
Nikoyle Blount (who also spent 
time at WSU), aim to create 
original works that “share Black 
stories told from Black perspec-
tives to relate classical music 
to Black audiences and foster a 
desire to study music amongst 
young black students”. Their 
social media handle, Tupac 
meets Bach (facebook.com/tu-
pacmeetsbach), lays it out in an 
even faster three words.

tiv164to MC 
/
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is the creation of a non-profit 
foundation. The Nikoyle Noel 
Foundation would fund instru-
ments, scholarships, lessons, 
and auditions for black or brown 
students who would otherwise 
be unable to participate. 

Beyond monetary goals, the 
duo hopes their inclusion of 
popular styles can help connect 
with and inspire young black 
children who might otherwise 
never consider picking up a clas-
sical instrument. "We have the 
advantage to show that music 
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was established in 2019 with 
the goal of providing Wichita 
State students with “first-rate 
master class experience[s] mar-
rying the voice and piano”, op-
portunities that give the stu-
dents chances to challenge 
themselves and prepare for 
real-world artistic employment 
opportunities. The program’s 
focus is on opera, voice stud-
ies, and collaborative piano, and 
the guest artists are brought in 
for an entire week to work with 
WSU’s students.

That love of classical voice and 
piano comes from a lifetime of 
music. In addition to teaching 
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ANYTHING BUT STANDARDANYTHING BUT STANDARD
Bobby Watson, legendary jazz saxophonist, comes to WSU

by Jesse Koza and Jim Pisano

Bobby Watson, jazz saxophon-
ist and emeritus of UMKC and 
the Art Blakey Jazz Messen-
gers was in residence at WSU 
for several days this past April. 
His visit was sponsored by the 
School of Music Jazz Division, 
the WSU Connoisseur Series, 
and a grant from the NEA.

Described as “a saxophonist, 
composer, arranger, and educa





For Ticket Information, visit wichita.edu/fineartsboxoffice


