
The Souriya family including parents, Kapkeo & Sisana, 
along with their seven children – sons Vannareth and 
Vannaseum, and five daughters Vannapha (Vanna), 
Vanphasong (Vanessa),  Phourasami (Samanta), 
Panomesone (Kao) and Manivone (Mani) immigrated to 
the United States in August of 1979. They left their home 
in Laos due to the Vietnam War and landed in Marble 
Hills, Missouri. Life was difficult for the Souriya family 
because they came as refugees and empty-handed. Their 




