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*uly 29, 2005, marks the day for the ��TH�
!NNUAL�#LOSING�3YMPOSIUM. During this 
Celebration of Excellence, 14 McNair 
Scholars: %LISCHEWAH�"ASTING��#HRISTINA�
"OWER��6Y4ARA�#ROSS��$AVID�$IAZ�))��
#RISHEL�+LINE��4HUY
,INH�.GUYEN��4EKETA�
0ASCHAL��3ETH�0ERKINS��0ETER�0HAN��
#HRISTA�0LATT��!NGEL�2OLFE��+EVIN�4ABRON��
#ARMEN�5BOM�and�3UE�7EBB� and three 
EPSCoR students: 3TEPHANIE�+IRSCH���
-IRIAM�3AVABI�AND�+OVEL�7ALKER will 
showcase their research fi ndings. 3AVABI�
and 7ALKER are from Truman State 
University in Kirksville, Missouri. We 
welcome them to our campus. 

These students have put in 200 plus 
research hours with a Wichita State 
faculty person in preparation for the 
Closing Symposium.  The symposium will 
take place at the 2HATIGAN�3TUDENT�
#ENTER��2EGENTS�2OOM������FROM������A�M��

������P�M� The participation in scholarly 
research activities and presenting before 
family, friends, faculty and administration 

provides each of these students 
with an experience that will 

resonate long after their 
undergraduate years and 
help them in preparing 
for graduate study and 
the pursuit of a doctoral 
degree.

3UE�7EBB��+EVIN�4ABRON�AND�%LISCHEWAH�"ASTING

7ichita State University hosted the 
5NDERGRADUATE�2ESEARCH�AND�#REATIVE�!CTIVITY�
&ORUM, April 22, 2005. Many students from various 
disciplines, English, Psychology and Fine Arts, 
participated in this activity. Students presented in one 
of three categories: Oral, Poster or Exhibition/
Performance. The top three presenters in each category 
received awards. %LISCHEWAH�"ASTING��+EVIN�4ABRON�
and 3UE�7EBB  gave oral presentations with "ASTING�
and 7EBB�receiving fi rst and second place respectively. 
This forum was a great opportunity for the three 
McNair students to sharpen their presentation skills.

family, friends, faculty and administration 
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-C.AIR�3TUDENTS�4AKE�&IRST�AND�3ECOND�



'RAMMATICALLY�3PEAKING
-AJOR�#OMPONENTS�OF�A�2ESEARCH�0APER�

���)NTRODUCTION�
!NSWERS���
• What is the context of this problem? 
 (Background)
• Why is this research important? (Rationale)
• What is it we don’t know? (Problem Statement)
• What steps will the research take to try to fill this  
 gap? (Objectives)
• Is the study limited to a special geographical area  
 or to only certain aspects of the situation?   
 (Scope)

2. -ETHODOLOGY�
!NSWERS���
• How was the data collected or generated?
• How was it analyzed?
• Why was a particular method or procedure 
 chosen?

3. 2ESULTS�
)NCLUDES���
• 3TATEMENT�OF�2ESULTS� Results are presented in  
 a format that is accessible to the reader (graphs,  
 tables, diagrams, or written text).
• %XPLANATORY�4EXT� All graphs, tables, diagrams  
 and figures should be accompanied by text that  
 guides the reader’s attention to significant 
 results. The text simplifies results, and highlights  
 significant trends or relationships. 

4. $ISCUSSION�
)NCLUDES���
• %XPLANATION�OF�2ESULTS� Comments upon 
 whether or not the results were expected and 
 presents explanation for unexpected/
 unsatisfactory results.
• 2EFERENCES�TO�0REVIOUS�2ESEARCH� Comparison  
 of results with those reported in literature 
• $EDUCTION�  A claim for how the results can be  
 applied more generally.
• (YPOTHESIS� A more general claim or possible  
 conclusion arising from the results.

5. #ONCLUSION�
3UMMARIZES���
• What was learned?
• What remains to be learned? 
 (Directions for Future 
 Research)
• The shortcomings of what was  
 done. (Evaluation)
• The benefits, advantages, 
 applications, etc. of the research. 
• Recommendations.

The above outline was excerpted from 
the Writing Up Research Website. For 
more detailed information about each 
research component, be sure to visit the 
Writing Up Research Website at http://
www.languages.ait.ac.th/EL21OPEN.HTML

   ~Emily Christinat
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0REPARING�0RESENTATIONS�FOR�THE�3YMPOSIUM
-cNair students, as you make those final preparations for presenting your research at the symposium, one word of 
advice: practice, practice, practice and practice some more. Remember, your presentation should be 10-minutes in 
length with an additional 5-minutes for questions. The following is a list of items to consider as you prepare your 
presentation.

 3OUND:    How soft or loud are you speaking? Will the audience be able to hear you?
 $ICTION�   How clear are you speaking? Are you pronouncing words correctly?
 3PEED�    Are you speaking too fast or too slow?
 5SE�OF�0RESENTATION�4OOLS� How well do you know your PowerPoint presentation, or how to use a laser  
     pointer? Are you using note cards?
 +NOWLEDGE�OF�4OPIC�� � How well do you know your topic and the information you have about your  
     topic?
 %YE�#ONTACT�   Are you connecting with the audience? Does it appear that you are reading 
     either your PowerPoint verbatim, or reading your paper? You should not be!
 4IME�-ANAGEMENT�  Is your presentation too short or too long? Time yourself.
 %NTHUSIASM�� � � Are you passionate about your research? Do you have confidence in your topic?
� �PASSION�CONlDENCE	  Your skills? 
 #LOSING�   How strong is your closing?
 /THER�4HINGS�TO�7ATCH�FOR�� Saying “ah” ,“uhm”,  “so”, “you know” and “like.” Watch for figiditing with hair,  
     clothing, presentations props or tools.

There will be Mock Presentations held July 13 - 20 in order to “fine tune” presentation and your presenting skills. 
They are mandatory. See Shukura Bakari-Cozart to schedule times.   
   

4HINGS�TO�#ONSIDER�7HEN�#REATING�!�0OWER0OINT�0RESENTATION
"efore creating a PowerPoint presentation, keep in mind the format that will best aid in presenting research findings 
and conclusions. The following are items to think about when creating a slide show.

 - Consider how the overall appearance of the slide show will look in terms of color, font choice and graphics.
 - When using color text, make sure that the color can been seen clearly. 
 - Font color should contrast with background color.
 - Font size should be no smaller then 32 point and the font style should stay consistent throughout the slide  
    show.
 - Each slide should contain main points, not the entire research paper. You should be able to elaborate on each  
    point during your presentation.
 - Make limited use of clip art, unless it is specifically related to the topic.
 - Make graphs clear and easy to read.  
 - Check for grammar and spelling.

4O�BRING�THREE���	�FORMS�OF�BACK
UP�TO�THE�SYMPOSIUM��
#$��mOPPY�DISK����OVERHEADS�OF�YOUR�

0OWER0OINT�0RESENTATION



'RAMMATICALLY�3PEAKING
3UMMER�2ESEARCH�3EMINAR�3ERIES
2ESEARCH�4IMELINE
0REPARING�FOR�THE�3YMPOSIUM
%VENTS�TO�#OME

-C.AIR�&ACTS
Did You Know?

In 1978, 
Ronald E. McNair 
was one of thirty-
five applicants 
selected for the 
astronaut program 
from a pool of ten 
thousand. He  was 
also nationally 
recognized for his 
work in field of 
laser physics.

 
2ONALD�%��-C.AIR

h4HE�GEM�CANNOT�BE�POLISHED�WITHOUT�
FRICTION��NOR�MAN�PERFECTED�WITHOUT�

TRIALS�v�
�����nn�#HINESE�PROVERB�


