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Examples: Notice that the examples below actually convey more as they drop in word count.

Conciseness
The goal of concise writing is to use the most effective words. Concise 
writing does not always have the fewest words, but it always uses the 
strongest ones. 

Writers often fill sentences with weak or unnecessary words that can be 
deleted or replaced. Words and phrases should be deliberately chosen 
for the work they are doing. Like bad employees, words that don’t ac

C
complish enough should be fired. When only the most effective words 
remain, writing will be far more concise and readable.

Often, writers use several small and ambiguous words to express a 
concept. Ideas are better relayed through fewer, specific words. More 
specific words lead to more concise writing. Brainstorming or searching 
a thesaurus can lead to the word best suited for a specific instance. 

Sources: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/572/01/;

It is widely known that the engineers at Sandia Labs have become active participants in the Search and Rescue operations in most years.

Revision
In recent years, engineers at Sandia Labs have participated in the Search and Rescue operations. 

Action in the sentence
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Dr. Hart is the Chair of the Department of Psychology and the Dirk 
Ziff Professor in in the Departments of Psychology and Psychiatry. 

Hart has published numerous scientific and popular articles in the area 
of neuropsychopharmacology and is co-author of the textbook Drugs, 
Society and Human Behavior (with Charles Ksir). His most recent 
book, “High Price: A Neuroscientist’s Journey of Self-Discovery That 
Challenges Everything You Know About Drugs and Society,” was the 
2014 winner of the PEN/E.O. Wilson Literary Science Writing Award. 

Hart has appeared on multiple podcasts, radio and television shows 
including Real Time with Bill Maher and The O’Reilly Factor. He 
has also appeared in several documentary films including the award-
winning “The House I Live In.” His essays have been published in 
several popular publications including The New York Times, Scientific 
American, The Nation, Ebony, The Root, and O Globo (Brazil’s leading 
newspaper).

Hart has won numerous awards including Columbia University’s 
Presidential Teaching Award and the Humanitarian Award from 
Mothers Against Teen Violence. The city of Miami issued a 
proclamation declaring February 1, 2016 “Dr. Carl Hart Day.”

Hart has testified before the United States Congress and in State and 
Federal courts as an expert witness on the effects of psychoactive drugs. 
He serves on multiple national and international committees and 
boards. 

Hart’s research uses an interdisciplinary approach that draws broadly 
on both psychology and neuropharmacology to study responses to 
psychoactive drugs in humans, and to assess the efficacy of potential 
drug abuse treatment strategies for substance-dependent individuals.

According to Hart, research with psychoactive drugs has the potential 
to: 
1.	 Develop new theories about the neurochemical basis of several 

human behaviors
2.	  Inform public policy about the benefits and risks of drug use 
3.	 Guide the development of medications for drug abuse

“Because of the large database on the neurobiology and neuroscience 
of drug action in laboratory animals, my research has the potential to 
provide an interface between the basic preclinical observations and the 
human condition. Drug abuse is not an affliction for laboratory animals, 
but is an affliction for many humans and research, such as my own, fills 



McNair Events

Policy Analyst Director Alan Dsouoza and TRIO DSS Director/McNair Alum 
Vanessa Souriya-Mnirajd pose at the First Generation College Cellebration.

Students from McNair Programs accross the country presented their research in 
both oral and poster formats at the Heartland McNair Conference.
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